
Department Chairs & Coordinators Minutes 

Thursday, February 4, 2010 

 

Attendance: Eve Adler, Vini Angel, Zeny Baduel, Garen Baghdasarian, Fariba Bolandhemat, 

Fran Chandler, Anna Collier, Ron Davis, Frank Dawson, Judith Douglas, Vicki Drake, Lisa 

Farwell, Teresa Garcia, Helen LeDonne, Fran Manion, Jennifer Merlic, Eric Oifer, Toni Randall, 

Perviz Sawoski, Christine Schultz, Eleanor Singleton, Susan Sterr, Gary Todd, Toni Trives, Joy 

Tucker, Rhoda Tuit 

Guests: Sherri Lee Lewis, Linda Sinclair, Jo Kidd, Georgia Lorenz  

 

 

I. Student Evaluations Update, Sherri Lee Lewis 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. Veterans’ Resource Center, Linda Sinclair 

III. Alumni & Friends Committee, Jo Kidd 

IV. Senate Report, Eric Oifer 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 



V. College Report, Georgia Lorenz 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

VI. Sabbaticals Timeline 

VII. AR4310 – Final Examination Scheduling 

The Student Affairs Committee is modifying AR 4310 which concerns the scheduling of 

final examinations.  The current draft reads, in part: 



Final examinations are not authorized to be given in advance of the regularly scheduled 

time without the approval of the Vice-President of Academic Affairs.  At the instructor’s 

discretion, a student may be shifted from one section to another for a final examination. 

 

The senate has asked the Chairs to both inform faculty of this regulation since there seem 

to be many violations occurring currently, and to provide input as to whether or not this 

regulation should be altered. 

 

Discussion ensued.  Some chairs want to leave the policy as is, while others pointed out 

that current practice is that it is fine to have the final early (i.e. in the last class period or 

as a take-home exam) provided that the instructor makes him/herself available to students 

during the regularly scheduled final exam period.  Still others cited examples of classes 

for which there is no final exam but in which classes meet for other activities during the 

final exam period.  Some suggested altering the final exam schedule to reflect the regular 

class schedule to avoid misunderstandings regarding exactly when instructors are 

expected to meet with their students.  There was agreement that the current language of 

this AR does not reflect current practice, but the chairs feel that the issue needs further 

discussion.   

Meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m. 

 

Next meeting Friday, March 12, 2009, 10:00-12:00, Business 111.  Please send agenda items to 

Merlic_jennifer@smc.edu.  

 

Note that the March meeting will occur on the 2
nd

 Friday of the month instead of the 1
st
 due to 

the Departmental Flex Day scheduled for Friday, March 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


