Minutes—Global Council Meeting  March 26, 2009

Attending:  Emre Akkas, Garen Baghdasarian, Daniel Cano, Frank Dawson, Clifton Dobbs, Guido Del Piccolo, Gordon Dossett, Nancy Grass Hemmert, Janet Harclerode, Eleni Hioureas, Denise Kinsella, Peggy Kravitz, Georgia Lorenz, Laurie McQuay-Penninger, Eric Minzenberg, Dawn Murphy, and Nati Vazquez.  
Guests:  Fariba Bolandhemat, Carl Gettleman, Joy Tucker, and Wendy Jackson 

Announcements and News

1.  "Global Connections" Lecture: "Contemporary Muslim Societies in North America" Dr. Amir Hussain Tuesday March 31, 11:15 a.m. HSS 165

     “Food for Thought” Lecture:  “Sandwiches Worldwide:  Think Inside the Bread” Professor Jacki Horwitz Thursday, April 2 11:15 HSS 165 

     Pete’s beer talk has led to a tentative plan to have a beer-tasting/social event at the Daily Pint.  We’re working out the details.  

2.  Study Abroad Competencies

Dr. Tsang has asked that the Curriculum Committee create a series of competencies or measurable outcomes from study abroad programs.  He suggested we consider the matter along these lines:

Academic Competencies/Outcomes for Study Abroad Programs:

1. Information/Knowledge – Students will walk away from the program with a rich understanding and deep knowledge of the people and country. 

2. Attitude – Appreciation for the values and way of life 

3. Skills – has someone learned something to assist them in a different environment 

4. Language – 

Mary Colavito, Chair of Curriculum, plans on forming a subcommittee.  Gordon and Nancy volunteered to serve on it.
3. Efforts to secure funding for summer study abroad scholarships through Associated Students continue.

4. Last Friday LMU had what was billed as a town hall meeting for study abroad in California.  Among ideas that emerged were these:

a. Creating an MOU or some less formal arrangement between and among California institutions to support study abroad programs.  As an example, West Los Angeles has an agreement with Cal Poly Pomona for Cal Poly’s students to enroll in West’s study abroad programs.  Cal Poly’s actively promotes the programs and often sends 20 or so students on West’s programs.  The Associate Director of the International Center said that she thought that Cal Poly would be willing to have a similar arrangement with SMC. 
b. The University of San Diego has a long-standing program in Guadalajara.  The Associate Provost for Internationalization said he’d like to explore a collaboration with SMC and its Latin American program. 

5. Emily Lodmer from ESL is proposing that the college consider a non-credit program—Plazas Communitarias-- to teach Spanish to those who grew up speaking Spanish at home—the 1.5 generation. It may be possible as a fee-based program.  Emily will be talking with the ESL Department and possibly be bringing it to the council later this term.
6. At Flex Day, at Georgia’s initiative, professors received certificates of appreciation for submitting lessons promoting global citizenship.  Those submitting lessons were:  Sharon Jaffe, Janine Poreba, Harry Gill, Eleni Hioureas, George Davison IV, Kayli Weatherford, Elisha Shapiro, Jenny Resnick, Mary Colavito, Dorothy Chin, Karin Costello, Edie Spain, Bill Selby and Craig Hammond. Thanks to them!  Georgia and I are looking at ways of posting and publicizing these, so other professors might consider them as models for other assignments.

7. Gordon urged council members to apply for the summer programs—to Salzburg or Turkey—by Friday, March 27.

Update on Latin American Program
Brandon Lewis was unable to attend the meeting.  Gordon noted that the program is considering Merida, Mexico as the home site for the program.  Brandon and Eric Minzenberg will be traveling there during spring break to consider service learning projects, possible contacts at the university, housing for students and other matters.  Eric and Eve Adler plan on leading a study abroad program there in winter, 2010.  The 2009 summer program, led by Eric and Xochitl Flores-Marcial, will be based in Belize.
Update on the Global Studies AA
Guido presented the latest draft of the proposal (dated March 25, 2009).  (See posted draft.)
The AA would be 25-28 units, with 3 gateway courses (Global Studies/Geography 11—world geography; Global Studies/Economics 5—international political economy; and Global Studies/Sociology 3—global social issues).  The AA would require 5 units of a modern foreign language; Janet asked if ESL and/or English could count for international students.  (Under the current proposal, it doesn’t.)  Guido listed a number of courses to satisfy these academic themes or areas:  culture and society; governance and conflict; markets and economies; and world history and area studies.  After further fine-tuning the proposal would go to the Curriculum Committee; upon passage, the proposal would then go to the Academic Senate for approval.  Members of the Global Council voiced support for the proposal.  Gordon noted that UCLA has a World Arts and Cultures Program; if faculty from the arts wanted to propose an AA modeled on such an approach, we could explore that in the fall.
NAFSA Conference for International Educators

Denise Kinsella, the new associate dean for international education and the chair-elect for NAFSA area 12, discussed the upcoming NAFSA conference.  The annual conference draws educators from around the world.  This year’s conference is in Los Angeles, May 24-29.  there are several preconference workshops that might be of interest.  Costs range from $338-$400.  Dr. Muhammad Yunus will be delivering his keynote speech on May 26 starting at 4:15.  Students may attend for free if they volunteer.  Otherwise the cost is $135.  Joy Tucker, who has received a chair of excellence to conduct research into micro-lending, will sponsor two students who would like to attend.  (Those awards will come through Janine Poreba and Gordon Dossett’s classes, since Janine, Joy and Gordon have been collaborating this semester.)  Attendance at the conference on a daily basis is $340.  The conference schedule is available at http://www.nafsa.org/annual_conference/ac09education
Water Theme
Gordon reported that the theme has been embraced by the campus community.  Below are several of the ideas generated so far.  In April or May, Gordon will organize a meeting of those interested in participating to coordinate efforts for next year.
Water Speaker series (Thursday activity hour)

Bill Selby—Geography (agreed)

Amber Katherine--Philosophy (agreed)

Darryl Keith Ogata—Communication (agreed)

Lawrence Driscoll—English (agreed) 

Karen Gunn--Psychology (possible)

(Food for thought Speaker Series for Fall

Maria Montero—Political Science & Makiko Fujiwara-Skrobak—Modern Languages

Karlyn Musante—Psychology

Dana Morgan—English) 

Panel Discussion on Chinatown (Thursday late afternoon/early evening)

Lantz Simpson--English (agreed)

Vicki Drake--Geography (agreed)

Josh Kanin--Cinema (agreed)

Play

Bruce Smith--possible collaboration with Theater Arts for performance in the spring

Films

Flow

Thirst

Photo Contest and Gallery Exhibition

Larry Jones (and other photo professors) (proposed by them)

Ideas/Examples of how disciplines might consider water

            Below are ideas submitted by Edie Spain from Early Childhood Education

*conservation/environment discussions with kids re: global warming

*water birthing practices around the world

*water play for sensory development

*lack of water for 3rd world country infant formulae

*ORT, oral re-hydration therapy to save the lives of children with life-threatening diarrhea 

*water safety for young children

*personal hygiene for young children

*water references in children’s literature

*examples of  Piaget’s preschool age pre-operational thinker in adult literature (ex. As I Lay Dying when Vardamin sees his mother’s coffin floating down the river and says, “My mother is a fish.” )

*Vygotsky and sociocultural theory. Some cultures are intimately linked to water, some are not.  So, what children understand regarding water as resource  varies from culture to culture

(Note:  Judy Abdo, former mayor of Santa Monica is interested in our efforts and sees some possible community connections)

