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Santa Monica College Student Affairs Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
Date & Time: Wednesday, October 14, 2020 
Location: Zoom Session 
Chairs: Beatriz Magallon (Chair), Esau Tovar (Vice Chair) 
Attendees: Donna Davis-King, Matt Musselman, James Thing, Mike Tuitasi, Alicia Villalpando, 

Catherine Weir, Student Rep, Hope Ullman 
Guests: Isaac Rodriguez 
Excused/Absent: Redelia Shaw, Student Rep, Melissa De La Cruz 

I. Call to Order:  12:02 PM 

II. Public Comments: None 

III. Approval of Minutes: September 30, 2020   
Motion to approve Minutes as is, Esau moved, Donna seconded, (9) Yes at 12:16 PM. 

IV. Updates and Old Business: 
a. AR 5570 Credit Card Marketing 

i. Bea presented the AR to the Academic Senate, the only addition they proposed was to add 
language on “displaying facility use permit” to section C.  

ii. The Senate wanted a display of the “facility use permit”, in addition to the signage identifying the 
bank, Credit Card Company or other commercial entity they represent to make sure they’ve gone 
through proper channels.  

iii. Motion to approve AR 5570 with addition, Alicia moved, Donna seconded, (9) Yes at 12:23 PM. 

V. Goals and Objectives: 2020-2021 
a. Prioritized Goals 20-21  

i. Bea mentioned there are a lot of 1’s, and asked the committee how they wished to proceed.  
ii. Alicia recommended placing emphasis on certain AR’s that have not been updated since 2015, like 

Academic Renewal and Progress Renewal. Esau noted SAC should also prioritize the AR’s that are 
important for the institution. Since SMC does have quite a liberal policy regarding Academic 
Renewal and Progress Renewal.  
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iii. Bea asked Esau what other AR’s are important, Esau replied AR 4354, and AR 4441 in addition to 

the ones on the agenda.  
iv. Bea designated priorities to AR#’s 4332 =1a, 4331 =1b, 4354 = 1c, 4441 = 1d 
v. Isaac asked about the status of the AR’s that were discussed in the spring regarding clubs and field 

trips. Bea answered she will follow up, they needed to be looked at by student life regarding 
particular language on units, advance notice for events, survey about advisors, etc.  

vi. Esau stated SAC has been trying to update the AR’s on honor code, rules for academic conduct etc., 
These AR’s were assigned to certain individuals. If these individuals are not indeed working on 
them, SAC should prioritize revising instead.  

vii. Bea will follow up and provide an update at next meeting. 

VI. New Business: 
a. AR 4235 Credit for Prior Learning 

i. Bea incorporated language from the league, and Palomar College. This AR addresses credit from 
various other institutions. It is a new regulation, and needs to be on our books by December 31st.  

ii. Esau added that legislature mandates we have this in place. SMC has had policies regarding AP 
exams, CLEP, International Baccalaureate and technically credit by exam. However, we have not 
done anything regarding credit by exam, as it has been left to individual departments to 
implement. So, Esau would like to separate those out of credit for prior learning. Since we already 
have those AR’s in place. Rather concentrate on Credit for prior learning.  

iii. There are two departments at the moment that are interested in this option, Business and 
Computer Department. For example, students that have worked in industry for a while, in order to 
work, need licensure or certifications. Thus, these could be used to give course credit for 
knowledge or training they have. Those certifications do need to correlate to courses taught at 
SMC in order to be accepted.  

Review of the regulation, line-by-line edits and discussion: 
iv. Esau suggested for AP, IB, CLEP, to include (see AR 4314 Credit by Examination) where we already 

discuss those, and JST (AR 4350 graduation requirements).  
v. Bea asked if all departments have been told about this change.  Esau responded those 

conversations have just begun. But will be taking place with Academic Senate. 
vi. Esau mentioned we were also asked to look at “in good standing” this has an implication student 

needs to have 2.0 GPA, not be on academic or progress probation. Further, Esau was not sure that 
is relevant here. A student could have a D or F, and still be awarded credit. Bea and Alicia agreed, 
and Bea removed this language. 



 
 

 

 

3 

vii. Alicia asked when talking about previously earned credit, would there be a minimum before we 
grant credit by exam. Esau answered this is where things differ, AA degrees, and Certificates of 
achievement are anywhere between 12-45 units. Esau suggested leaving it as open as possible, but 
the minimum should be students are enrolled in the semester they are requesting credit for.  

viii. Alicia asked about the residency requirement. Esau answered certificate of achievement and 
associate degrees major requires 50% or more units at SMC. Which is a discussion that needs to be 
had, and perhaps eliminated, as this is not from education code. The only requirement we have is a 
12-unit residence at SMC for the Associate degree. 

ix. Matt asked if those programs for veterans are meant for students that are actively enrolled in 
units. He raised the issue of SMC becoming a “credit granting mill” and how this would impact 
potential benefits. For instance, if you have take several courses credit by exam you could 
potentially collect benefits, without taking courses for those terms. For the Math department it is a 
lot of work to give credit by exam, so we would want this option to be reserved for SMC students. 
Esau responded if veteran students are enrolled at 12 units they do get benefits, so if they get units 
for credits then they get benefits without actually being enrolled. Esau suggested consult with 
Tracie from Financial Aid. 

x. Esau wanted to remove vagueness regarding “registration”, rather use enrolled. Esau suggested a 
minimum such as 3 units completed, and be enrolled in semester when CLP gets awarded.  

xi. Alicia, pointed out a student could drop the “currently enrolled courses” she liked the idea of 
having students earn credits, but not sure what that number would be. Bea suggested going back 
to this, after looking at what other schools are doing.  

xii. Esau raised concern over what “appeal” exactly means here. Discussion, Matt mentioned it might 
be good to avoid letter grades since it would be difficult to evaluate what grade to assign. Esau 
agreed.  Matt further suggested when by exam and it results in a non-pass. Then give the student 
the option to decline the NP on the transcript.  

xiii. Alicia did not agree on the option of declining NP on transcript. However, Esau, and Bea disagreed 
with Alicia and did not think it was an equity issue.  

xiv. Procedures should be specific per department. 
xv. Donna suggested some type of central rubric, for consistency rather than a different approach by 

each department.  
xvi. Esau suggested streamlining credit for prior learning AR, and then do Credit by exam as a separate 

AR. There is language in AR 4235 that addresses credit by examination. Maybe we should separate, 
or specify that there is language on both credit by exam, and prior learning in this AR. 

VII. Announcements:  
a. Catherine’s last meeting, the committee thanked Catherine for her work with the committee.  
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VIII. Adjournment:  1:57 PM 
For all documents, visit: http://www.smc.edu/ACG/AcademicSenate/Committees/Pages/Student-Affairs.aspx 
Next scheduled meeting:  October 28, 2020 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Malin Bohman 
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