
ECE 5 Distance Education Application 
 
This Distance Education course meets the same standard of course quality as is applied to traditional 
classroom courses in the following categories, as stated in the official course outline of record: 

• Course objectives have not changed 
• Course content has not changed 
• Method of instruction meets the same standard of course quality 
• Outside assignments meet the same standard of course quality 
• Serves comparable number of students per section as a traditional course in the same department 
• Required texts meet the same standard of course quality 

 
Additional considerations for all distance education courses: 

• Determination and judgments about the equality of the distance education course were made with the 
full involvement of the faculty as defined by Administrative Regulation 5420 and college curriculum 
approval procedures. 

• Adequate technology resources exist to support this course/section 
• Library resources are accessible to students 
• Specific expectations are set for students with respect to a minimum amount of time per week for 

student and homework assignments 
• Adequately fulfills “effective contact between faculty member and student” required by Title 5. 
• Will not affect existing or potential articulation with other colleges 
• Special needs (i.e., texts, materials, etc.) are reasonable 
• Complies with current access guidelines for students with disabilities 
• Evaluation methods are in place to produce an annual report to the Board of Trustee on activity in 

offering this course or section following the guidelines to Title 5 Section 55317 (see attachment) and to 
review the impact of distance education on this program through the program review process specified 
in accreditation standard 2B.2. 

 
Santa Monica College has a legal and ethical obligation to ensure equal access to electronic information 
technology (e.g., software, computers, web pages) for all students. Consistent with this obligation, the 
technology-based components of our course will reflect current accessibility design standards. Support in 
implementing these standards is available through Academic Computing and Disabled Student Services. 
Evaluation methods are in place to produce an annual report to the Board of Trustee on activity in offering this 
course or section following the guidelines to Title 5 Section 55317 (see attachment) and to review the impact of 
distance education on this program through the program review process specified in accreditation standard 
2B.2. 
 

Guidelines and Questions for Curriculum Approval of a Distance Education Course 
 

1a. Interactions: Describe the nature and expected frequency of instructor-student interactions: 
The instructor will send out a pre-course "welcome letter" 1-2 weeks before the course begins with information 
about the course and how the instructor will communicate with the students. The instructor will provide on-
going feedback, comments, and suggestions to assist and improve student performance. The instructor will 
also provide instructions and support as needed for course navigation. The instructor will send frequent 
reminders of upcoming due dates. The instructor will post an announcement for each week's activities. 
(Weekly Check-ins, Instructor's time for the weekend along with assignments due by Sunday. Provide physical 
and virtual office hours along with telephone option and facetime option.) 
 
1b. Interactions: Describe the nature and expected frequency of student-student interactions: 
Using asynchronous discussion activities students will communicate with their classmates throughout the 
course regarding course content and everyday life. Most discussions require at minimum comments to 2 
classmates. Small group activities/discussions - 3-4 times during the course, Asynchronous Threaded 
Discussion - 1-2 weekly, Student Lounge discussion board non-course topics. 
 
1c. Interactions: Describe the nature and expected frequency of student-content interactions: 



Students will interact with course content on a weekly basis through readings, videos, discussions and/or 
reflective assignments. 
 
1d. Interactions: 
Online class activities 

that promote class 
interaction and 

engagement 
Brief Description 

Percentage 
of Online 
Course 
Hours 

Discussion The weekly discussion will be posted to promote student-teacher 
interaction and student-to-student interaction on a variety of early 
childhood creative experience topics, requiring students to comment on 
classmates' postings. Small group discussions provided periodically 
throughout the course. 

35.00% 

 
2. Instruction: Describe how content will be organized and delivered in the interest of achieving course 
outcomes/objectives (e.g. what are the methods of instruction being used, technologies used, approximate 
time schedule, necessary instructional materials.) 
The course will be divided into weekly modules, including an assignment and objective page sharing with the 
students the weekly required activities. Activities such as observations, readings, mini video lectures, reflective 
writing, journaling, videos, and web searches. 
 
3. Assignments / Assessments: Describe how assignments and assessments are used so that instructor-
student contact is maintained and students are given regular, meaningful feedback. Describe interactions that 
encourage students' participation. Describe assessments that are verifiable, equivalent to on-ground, and 
appropriate. Describe the criteria used to substantiate student learning; explain how these interactions will be 
assessed. 

% of 
grade Activity Assessment Method 

20.00% Journal Reflective 
Assignments 

Students will submit periodically reflective assignments, using a rubric 
with clear expectations for assessment. 

25.00% Threaded Discussion Student-to student discussion boards using a rubric with clear 
expectations 

25.00% Article and Video quizzes After reading an article or viewing a video - the student will take a 
short quiz 

30.00% Lesson Planning based on 
Observations/Case Studies 

The student will provide lesson planning based on child observations 
and connect the activities to the Infant-Toddler and/or Preschool 
Learning Foundations. 

 
4. Technology: Describe the technical qualifications an instructor would need and the support that might be 
necessary for this course to be delivered at a distance (e.g. the college's existing technology, CCCConfer 
certification, other specialized instructor training, support personnel, materials and resources, technical 
support, etc.) 
Instructors should have completed training on the learning management system in place and received the 
appropriate certification. The instructor should be knowledgable of accessibility resources on and off-campus. 
Familiar with Canvas tools and willingness to stay current as technology changes every day. 
 
5. Student Support: Describe any student support services one might want or need to integrate into the online 
classroom for this course (e.g. links to counseling, financial aid, bookstore, library, etc.) 
Department website, Center for Wellness, Campus Police, Students with disabilities, Title IX, Learning 
Environment Statement, DACA statement, Veteran's statement, Teacher Resource Room, Child Development 
Training Consortium, Library, Scholarships, Career Service Center, SMC Code of Ethics, NAEYC Code of 
Ethics, SMC Reading Lab, SMC Writing Lab, Child Care 
 
 



6. Accessibility: Describe how the design of the course will ensure access for students with disabilities 
including compliance with the regulations of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act. 
Videos will be closed captioned, PDF will be converted to a CANVAS page, when appropriate. Pages will use 
the Rich Text Editor Images will have alt text 
 
7. Online Strategies: Using one of the course objectives, describe an online lesson/activity that might be used 
in the course to facilitate student learning of that objective. Be sure the sample lesson/activity includes 
reference to the use of online teaching tools (such as drop box or threaded discussion, or multimedia such as 
Articulate, Flash, Jing, etc.). 
#2 Observe teachers and children engaged in inquire-discovery and logical-mathematical thinking activities 
and identify how the teacher prepares and organizes materials, stimulates inquiry and discovery, and helps 
children reflect upon discoveries. Step One: Read Early Childhood Mathematics Promoting Good Beginnings 
Step Two: Watch the video Using Math Talk With Preschoolers to Support Learning Step Three: Post your 
response to 2 of the following prompts by Thursday: a. What kinds of math concepts do we regularly talk about 
with children? What are some additional concepts we can fit into our daily routine? b. How can we plan ahead 
and be prepared to engage children in math talk during spontaneous moments, particularly during children's 
play? c. What are some ways we might respond to a child who has made an error in their counting or 
mathematical reasoning? Step Four: Comment on 1 classmate's post by Sunday. 
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