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ACCREDITATION 
Santa Monica College, founded in 1929, is a two-year community 
college accredited by the Accrediting Commission for Community 
and Junior Colleges (ACCJC), formerly part of the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC).  
 
CALENDAR & UNITS 
The College operates on a semester calendar. All course units are 
semester units. 
 
STUDENT STATUS 
Full-time enrollment is 12 units for a 16-week semester. Students 
are honorably withdrawn, unless otherwise indicated. 
 
DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
Santa Monica College offers a range of undergraduate degrees and 
certificates. The Bachelor of Science in Interaction Design is 
conferred to students upon completion of 120 units (inclusive of 
major, general education, and elective credit). The Associate 
degree is conferred upon completion of 60 degree-applicable units 
(inclusive of major, general education, and elective credit). Some 
degrees require additional units. A Certificate of Achievement is 
conferred to students upon completion of program requirements. A 
minimum grade point average (GPA) of 2.00 (C) is required for all 
degree-applicable coursework. Noncredit coursework leading to a 
noncredit Certificate of Completion or a Certificate of Competency 
will be clearly annotated on a separate sheet of the transcript. 
 
COURSE NUMBERING 
 

001-299 Associate-degree applicable, unless “NDA” is 
noted. 

300-499 Upper-division courses are available only to 
students in the B.S. in Interaction Design. 

900-999 Noncredit courses. 
C1000-C2000 Designated Common Course Numbering 

system courses. See below. 
 
 
Common Course Numbering 
Effective with Fall 2025 courses, Santa Monica College is 
transitioning to the Common Course Numbering (CNN) system. 
The CCN system is a state-mandated initiative (AB1111) aimed at 
ensuring uniformity in course numbers across the California 
Community Colleges. The new system uses a four-letter 
abbreviation for the “Subject” (e.g., ENGL for English); a “C” for the 
Common Course Number as the Course Type Identifier (this 
excludes local courses); and a standardized four (4)-digit course 
identification as the Course Number. 
 
TRANSCRIPT FORMAT 
SMC implemented a new academic record system in the fall of 
1984.  The transcript of a student enrolled both before and after this 
implementation may be composed of two separately formatted 
transcripts.  
 
FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT 
This transcript has been released in accordance with provisions of 
the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) of 1974 and 

cannot be released to a third party without the written consent of the 
student. 
 
COLLEGE GRADING SYSTEM 
Prior to September 1957, grade points were calculated on a 3-point 
system: 
 
A = 3; B = 2; C = 1; D = 0; F = 0 
 
After September 1957, grade points are calculated on a 4-point 
system, as follows: 
 
A = 4; B = 3; C = 2; D = 1; F = 0  
 
The following grades are computed in the GPA: 
 
A Excellent 
B Good 
C Satisfactory 
D Passing, less than satisfactory 
F Failing 
 
The following grades are NOT computed in the GPA: 
 
I Incomplete 
IP In Progress 
RD Report Delayed 
CR Credit given – Performance equivalent to C or better 

grade 
P Pass – As of fall 2008 this term is used instead of CR for 

Credit. Performance equivalent to C (2.0) or better grade 
NC No Credit given – Performance equivalent to D or less 
NP     No Pass – As of fall 2008 this term is used instead of NC.  

    Performance equivalent to D or less 
SP Satisfactory Progress-used in grading non-credit 

coursework 
MW Military Withdrawal (honorable withdrawal; no impact on 

GPA, academic or progress probation/disqualification) 
W Withdrawal 
EW Excused Withdrawal (honorable withdrawal; no impact on 

GPA, academic or progress probation/disqualification) 
 
OTHER NOTATIONS 

UC-T/ 
Cal-
GETC 

Courses marked as “UC” are transferable to the 
University of California. Courses marked 1-6 also meet 
Cal-GETC general education requirements for that 
area. 

UC-T/ 
IGETC 

Courses marked as “UC” are transferable to the 
University of California. Courses marked 1-6 also meet 
IGETC general education requirements for that area. 

CSU-T/ 
CSUGE 

Courses marked as “CSU” are transferable to the 
California State University. Courses marked A-E also 
meet CSUGE Breadth requirements for that area. 

AA Courses marked as “AA” are Associate Degree-
applicable.  

SCOL Indicates course taken as part of the Scholars 
program. 
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