
PRESENTING YOURSELF ON THE 
UC APPLICATION
Transfer 2027-2028 UC Undergraduate Admissions



August 1 UC application opens

September 1 - 30 Apply for Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG)
October 1 – November 30 Submit UC application online
October 1- March 2 FAFSA/CADAA application filing for 2027-28
January 31 Submit Transfer Application Update (TAU)
April Notification of admission decisions
June 1 Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) deadline

July Official final transcripts, AP/IB, IGETC/Cal-GETC 
certification due



Student Preparation

Start
Start Early 

Compile
Compile the following 
materials ahead of time:
• Unofficial transcripts, test 

scores, awards & honors, 
activities outside of class, 
volunteer & employment 
timelines, and military 
service dates

Research
Research 

campuses/majors; apply 
broadly

Work on
Work on your application in 

multiple time blocks

Get
Get feedback on your 

personal insight questions

Check
Check your email often and 

your spam filter



Importance of accurate details

All applicants agree to the Statement 
of Application Integrity 

Academic history

Activities, awards, work experience, 
community service

Personal Insight Questions

Verification of application information



Transfer Comprehensive review

What campuses may consider
• Major Preparation
• G.E./Breadth Requirements
• Strong GPA
• Special talents or 

achievements
• Student context



Minimum UC Transfer Requirements

2.4 GPA (2.8 
nonresidents)

60 UC transferable 
semester units by 
the end of Spring 

2027

English 1 (C1000) & 
2 (C1001) or 

equivalents (TOEFL) 

Transferable Math 
class

4 classes - selected 
from at least 2 of the 
following IGETC/Cal-

GETC areas:

Arts & Humanities Social & Behavioral 
Sciences 

Physical & Biological 
Sciences





Create an account

EMAIL
You will continue to use this email 
throughout the UC application 
process so choose an email you 
use frequently!

PASSWORD
Keep your password secure. It must include:

• Uppercase and lowercase letters
• A number
• A special character



  application

Creating the application

Your response in this section can 
impact the schools that show up as 

options. For example, not all UC 
campuses accept sophomore-level 

transfers, and not all campuses 
accept winter/spring transfers, so 

your selections here help
determine which campuses appear.



Let’s Get Started



Navigating the application



About you – lived or preferred name



About you – citizenship & residency

AB540 Students 
select “No Selection” 

from the menu



About you – Demographics





About you - household



About you – Parent Contact Information



About you - household



About you – Statement of Legal Residence







Campuses and majors —
Choosing your major(s)

Note: Berkeley 
NOW allows 
students an 
alternate major

Choose an 
alternate major 
whenever 
possible

When you choose 
certain majors, 
information about 
supplemental 
applications may 
appear



Campuses & majors - alternates

Alternate majors

• Applicants can choose both a first-
choice major and an alternate major 
for most campuses.

• Alternate majors should be in a 
subject that a student wants to study.

• Not all campuses may consider 
applicants for an alternate major.



Ranking UC San Diego colleges

If applying to UC San Diego, applicants 
must rank the colleges in order of their 
preference.

You must read about UCSD’s college 
system before being able to rank them.

This information does not influence your 
chances of admission to UC San Diego!





Ranking UC San Diego Colleges (rank up 
to 4 colleges ~ optional)
• Earl Warren – 3 upper division GE
• Eleanor Roosevelt – 2 lower division courses
• John Muir – 1 upper division writing course
• Revelle – 1 year of Calculus / 5 quarters of science / foreign language 

(okay from high school)
• Thurgood Marshall – 2 upper division courses
• Sixth – 2 upper division courses
• Seventh – 2 lower division writing intensive courses and one upper 

division research project
• Eighth (new) - 2 upper division courses in Critical Community Engagement



Transfer Admission Planner (TAP)



You can also indicate if you attended school outside of the United States 
for any other part of High School/secondary school



Colleges attended

Note: 
UCLA 

Extension can 
be found by 

typing 
“UC Los 
Angeles 

Extension”



College information

Adding college information
• Once the correct college 

has been selected, 
applicants will enter their 
dates of attendance,
grading system and level of
degree or certification
received.

• Don’t forget to include any
colleges attended while in
high school!



Select ALL terms
attended or plan
to attend. If you
don’t click on all
terms, it will not
show up on your

For SMC, please select 
“Semester with

Winter Session” for 
the college term 

system!



Associate for Transfer and UC Transfer Pathway



Entering courses -ASSIST

Selecting coursework
Beginning with the first term, enter all coursework 
completed.
• Select UC-transferable courses from the course list.
• Any non-transferable courses need to be entered manually.

Tip: Have an unofficial copy of your transcript(s) handy for
this section.



Entering courses - manually



Enrollment gap



nimum Requirements

Minimum
Requirements

Completion of IGETC 
or Cal-GETC is not
required, but highly 

encouraged.

If you are unsure of 
which GE pattern you 

will satisfy, please 
meet with a counselor.



UC-E and UC-M

UC-E and UC-M

If your entered 
coursework appears to 
be missing the required 
English or math courses, 
you will need to indicate 

your plan to complete 
these courses on this

screen



Additional information

Additional information
The UC Transfer 

Pathway gives you a 
roadmap to prepare for 

your major and 
graduate on time from 

any UC campus.



Transfer Pathways



26

Similar questions are asked 
about IB exams, TOEFL or 

IELS test scores and 
International Exams….



Activities and awards

Applicants can enter up to 20 
activities across 5 categories.

Enter the activities and categories
that best reflect your interests and
achievements.

Students are not required to have
an entry for each category.



Activities and awards
When describing the activity, focus on your role,
responsibility and accomplishments rather than just 
describing the activity itself.



Activities and awards – educational programs



• Avoid unfamiliar acronyms. 

• Don’t repeat entries across multiple categories. 

• Don’t overlook other ways you may have spent your time, including caring for siblings or 
other family members or other obligations at home. 

• You don’t need to list something in every category, nor do you need to add the maximum 
of 20 activities. The quality of your involvements is more valuable than the quantity. 

• Keep in mind, UC does not value any activity over another.

Activities & awards tips 

Tips for this section 



Scholarships and Programs



You can also indicate interest in two 
of UC’s many support programs for 
students — the Educational 
Opportunity Program (EOP) and 
UC’s Foster Youth Programs. 

Support programs 



Personal insight questions



Personal insight 
questions

Tip: Work on your PIQ responses
in a separate document to check
for spelling and grammatical
errors. Once ready, copy and
paste them into the UC
application



Guidance on using AI tools for the PIQs: 

Can be a useful tool for brainstorming 
or organizing your thoughts in the early 
stages, but your final PIQ responses 
should be your own work and voice 

All applicants must agree to UC’s 
Statement of Application Integrity 
when submitting their UC application!

AI: A tool, not a replacement 



Additional comments

• Use this space to describe a situation (personal or 
academic) that needs further explanation, and it is 
not captured elsewhere in the application

• Do NOT use this space to respond to an additional 
Personal Insight Question



Review and submit

Before you submit your application, be sure to
take the time to review each section.

Only minimal personal information can be
updated once the application has been 
submitted!



Gaps in education

If you did not address any gaps in your
enrollment earlier in the UC application, you will
prompted again here.

If the reported number of units does not meet
the minimum requirement, you will need to
verify that the units reported are accurate.

• Note: This count does not includeAP, IB or
A-level exams!



Billing summary and fee waiver

• There is an $80 applicant fee per campus ($95 for
international applicants).

• If eligible for the UC application fee waiver, that will be noted on this 
screen. Applicants must accept the fee waiver.

• Application fees may be paid by credit card or check.



Submission confirmation

After 
submission, be 
sure to make 
note of the 
following:
• Application ID
• Date submitted
• Payment method
• Confirmation ID





Release authorizations and Statement of Integrity



Application status
Once submitted, applicants can log back into their
UC application to view the available options listed in 
the navigation menu.

Changes to the UC application are limited once
submitted.



UC application centerUC application center

If you have questions, contact 
the application helpdesk at 
ucinfo@applyucsupport.net 
Or call the UC Application 
Center: Within the U.S.: (800) 
207-1710 Outside the U.S.: 
(925) 298-6856 



THANK YOU
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