
Transfer Admission Guarantee 
(TAG)



What is the UC TAG program?
• A program between the UC system and the California Community Colleges (CCC)
• Guarantees admission to ONE of the six participating UC campuses
• Must meet campus-specific requirements to qualify for a TAG
• Some majors are excluded – you cannot TAG for certain selective majors
• Not a binding agreement – you do NOT have to accept the TAG school’s offer of admission

Participating Campuses:
1. UC Davis
2. UC Irvine
3. UC Merced
4. UC Riverside
5. UC Santa Barbara
6. UC Santa Cruz

Note: UCLA, UCB, and UCSD do NOT participate in the TAG program



• Students transferring directly from a CCC, including international students (with a visa)

• Complete at least 30 semester (45 quarter) UC-transferable units at one or more CCCs by the 
end of Spring prior to transfer

• Last college the student attended in a regular session (fall/winter/spring) before transfer 
admission to a UC campus MUST be a CCC

• Scholars students participating in the Transfer Alliance Program (TAP), can also TAG one of the 
participating UC campuses

Who generally qualifies for a TAG?



• Already earned a bachelor’s or higher

• Previously enrolled at a UC campus who intends to return to that same campus

• Previously enrolled at a UC campus and were not in good standing when they left that UC

• Concurrently enrolled in high school at the time of TAG submission

• More than 19 UC-transferable units (semester or quarter) in Spring 2027 if all 19 units are 
needed to meet junior standing (60 units for admission)

• Students who do not meet a 2.0 GPA in all UC-transferable coursework during the final 
academic year before transfer (Fall 2026, Winter 2027, Spring 2027) with any grades lower 
than C in any of those terms

• Students who are considered a "high-unit junior/senior" 
• Exceeding 80 semester/120 quarter UC-transferable units) for TAG purposes only
• NOTE: If all coursework is from one or more CCC, students will NOT exceed the unit cap
• Only students with UC coursework and/or upper-division courses from a 4-year institution may be affected by 

the cap

Who is NOT eligible for a TAG?



• Complete at least 30 UC transferable units by the time of TAG application (end of Summer)
• Complete TWO English (composition and critical thinking) courses by a specific term
• Complete ONE Math/Quantitative Reasoning (college level) course by a specific term
• Complete a minimum of 60 semester (90 quarter) UC transferable units by end of Spring
• Complete a minimum of FOUR general education courses from at least 2 of the following 

areas: Arts & Humanities, Social & Behavioral Sciences, Physical & Biological Sciences
• For selective majors, specific major prep courses (Assist.org) are REQUIRED as part of the 

TAG screening
• Meet (and maintain) a specific UC transferable cumulative GPA by end of Summer or Fall

Note: “Completing” a course means a student passed with a C or higher grade

What are the basic TAG requirements?



What are the TAG requirements for each 
participating UC campus?*



UC Davis 
ENROLLMENT

• Complete at least 30 semester (45 quarter) UC-transferable units at a CCC

• Last college attended in a regular session (Fall 2026 or Winter/Spring 2027) 
must be a CCC

• Must have been enrolled at a CCC for Spring 2026 prior to TAG

• Last term must have no more than 19 UC-transferable semester units

UNITS

• Complete at least 30 UC transferable units by the time of TAG application 
(end of Summer 2026)

• Complete a minimum of 60 semester (90 quarter) UC transferable units by 
end of Spring 2027

MATH, ENGLISH, GEs

• Complete first English (composition) course by end of Fall 2026

• Complete one Math/Quantitative Reasoning course by end of Fall 2026

• Complete second English (critical thinking) course by end of Spring 2027

• Complete four general education courses from at least 2 of the following 
areas by end of Spring 2027: Arts & Humanities, Social & Behavioral 
Sciences, Physical & Biological Sciences

GPA

• Minimum 3.20 GPA for all majors in the College of Agricultural and 
Environmental Sciences, the College of Biological Sciences and the 
College of Letters and Science (end of Summer 2026)

• Minimum 3.50 GPA for all majors in the College of Engineering (end of 
Summer 2026)

• Meet any additional GPA requirements for selective major courses in 
Summer 2026 with no grade lower than a C 

• Earn no grade lower than a C in Fall 2026, Winter 2027, Spring 2027, and 
remain in good academic standing

SELECTIVE MAJOR PREP REQUIREMENTS

• UCD TAG Website: 
https://www.ucdavis.edu/admissions/undergraduate/transfer/transfer-
admission-guarantee/requirements
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UC Irvine 

ENROLLMENT

• Complete at least 30 semester (45 quarter) UC-transferable units at a CCC

• Last college attended in a regular session (Fall 2026 or Winter/Spring 2027) 
must be a CCC

o Last term must have no more than 19 UC-transferable semester units

UNITS

• Complete at least 30 UC transferable units by the time of TAG application 
(end of Summer 2026)

• Complete a minimum of 60 semester (90 quarter) UC transferable units by 
end of Spring 2027

MATH, ENGLISH, GEs

• Complete first English (composition) course by end of Fall 2026

• Complete one Math/Quantitative Reasoning course by end of Fall 2026

• Complete second English (critical thinking) course by end of Spring 2027

• Complete four general education courses from at least 2 of the following 
areas by end of Spring 2027: Arts & Humanities, Social & Behavioral 
Sciences, Physical & Biological Sciences

GPA

• Meet minimum 3.4 GPA in all UC transferable coursework by the end of 
the Fall 2026 and maintain that GPA through end of Spring 2027

• Minimum 2.0 GPA with a C or better grade in all UC transferable 
coursework during Fall 2026, Winter 2027, and Spring 2027

• Meet any additional GPA requirements for selective major courses by end 
of Fall 2026

SELECTIVE MAJOR PREP REQUIREMENTS

• UCI TAG Website: 
https://admissions.uci.edu/apply/transfer-students/guaranteed-
admissions.php
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UC Irvine 

BIG CHANGES COMING TO ELIGIBLE TAG MAJORS:

For Fall 2027 admission (remains the same):

• Art; Business Administration; Dance; Music, B.Mus.; Nursing Science; ALL majors in the Donald Bren School of Information and Computer Sciences.

For Fall 2028 admission:

• Charlie Dunlop School of Biological Sciences: Biological Sciences, Biology/Education, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

• Claire Trevor School of the Arts: Art; Dance; Music, B.Mus

• Donald Bren School of Information & Computer Sciences:  All majors

• Henry Samueli School of Engineering: Aerospace Engineering, Computer Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering

• Paul Merage School of Business: Business Administration

• Sue And Bill Gross School of Nursing: Nursing Science

• School of Social Ecology: Psychology, B.A.

• School of Social Sciences: Business Economics, Cognitive Sciences, Economics, Psychology, B.S., Quantitative Economics



UC Merced
ENROLLMENT

• Complete at least 30 semester (45 quarter) UC-transferable units at a 
CCC

• Last college attended in a regular session (Fall 2026 or Winter/Spring 
2027) must be a CCC

• Full-time enrollment during Fall 2026 (If part-time, explanation is 
required in TAG application)

UNITS

• Complete at least 30 UC transferable units by the time of TAG 
application (end of Summer 2026)

• Complete a minimum of 60 semester (90 quarter) UC transferable units 
by end of Spring 2027

• Coursework listed as in progress should be a part of a reasonable 
workload (Last term must have no more than 19 UC-transferable 
semester units)

MATH, ENGLISH, GEs

• Complete first English (composition) course by end of Fall 2026

• Complete one Math/Quantitative Reasoning course by end of Fall 2026

• Complete second English (critical thinking) course by end of Spring 2027

GPA

• Minimum 2.9 GPA for all majors in the School of Natural Sciences (end of 
Summer 2026)

• Minimum 3.0 GPA for all majors in the School of Engineering (end of Summer 
2026)

• Minimum 2.8 GPA for all majors in the School of Social Sciences, Humanities 
& Arts, except Psychology  and Public Health (end of Summer 2026)

• Minimum 3.0 GPA for Psychology and Public Health majors
• IGETC/CalGETC completion required for Public Health majors only

• Meet any additional GPA requirements for selective major courses

SELECTIVE MAJOR PREP REQUIREMENTS

• UCM TAG Website: 
https://admissions.ucmerced.edu/transfer/tag

*UCM also offers Spring TAG option

https://admissions.ucmerced.edu/transfer/tag


UC Riverside

ENROLLMENT

• Complete at least 30 semester (45 quarter) UC-transferable units at a 
CCC

• Last college attended in a regular session (Fall 2026 or Winter/Spring 
2027) must be a CCC

o Last term Spring 2027 must have no more than 19 UC-transferable 
semester units

UNITS

• Complete at least 30 UC transferable units by the time of TAG application 
(end of Summer 2026)

• Complete a minimum of 60 semester (90 quarter) UC transferable units 
by end of Spring 2027

MATH, ENGLISH, GEs

• Complete first English (composition) course by end of Fall 2026

• Complete one Math/Quantitative Reasoning course by end of Fall 2026

• Complete second English (critical thinking) course by end of Spring 2027

GPA

• See next slide

SELECTIVE MAJOR PREP REQUIREMENTS

• UCR TAG Website: 
https://admissions.ucr.edu/transfer

*UCR will NOT be accepting TAG applications for Winter 2027

https://admissions.ucr.edu/transfer


UC Riverside
GPA

Meet (by end of Summer 2026) and maintain the minimum required GPA 
for your intended major:

College of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences (CHASS)

• Psychology: 3.30 GPA plus major prep

• Theater, Film, and Digital Production: 3.30 GPA

• All other majors: 2.80 GPA

Marlan and Rosemary Bourns College of Engineering (BCOE)

• Mechanical Engineering: 3.10 GPA plus major prep

• Computer Engineering: 3.30 GPA plus major prep

• Computer Science w/ Business Applications: 3.30 GPA plus major 
prep

• Computer Science: 3.60 GPA plus major prep

• All other BCOE majors: 3.00 GPA plus major prep

College of Natural and Agricultural Sciences (CNAS)

• 2.80 GPA plus major prep

School of Business

• 2.80 GPA plus major prep

School of Education (SOE)

• 2.70 GPA

School of Public Policy (SPP)

• 2.70 GPA



UC Santa Barbara 
ENROLLMENT

• Complete at least 30 semester (45 quarter) UC-transferable units at a CCC

• Last college attended in a regular session (Fall 2026 or Winter/Spring 2027) 
must be a CCC

• No more than 19 units needed in Spring 2027 to reach 60 total

UNITS

• Complete at least 30 UC transferable units by the time of TAG application 
(end of Summer 2026)

• Complete a minimum of 60 semester (90 quarter) UC transferable units by 
end of Spring 2027

MATH, ENGLISH, GEs

• Complete first English (composition) course by end of Fall 2026

• Complete one Math/Quantitative Reasoning course by end of Fall 2026

• Complete second English (critical thinking) course by end of Spring 2027

• Complete four general education courses from at least 2 of the following 
areas by end of Spring 2027: Arts & Humanities, Social & Behavioral 
Sciences, Physical & Biological Sciences 

GPA

• Minimum 3.4 GPA in all UC transferable coursework by the end of 
the Fall 2026

• Earn no grade lower than a C in Fall 2026, Winter 2027, Spring 
2027, and remain in good academic standing

• Meet any additional GPA requirements for selective major courses

SELECTIVE MAJOR PREP REQUIREMENTS

• UCSB TAG Website: 
https://admissions.sa.ucsb.edu/tag

https://admissions.sa.ucsb.edu/tag


UC Santa Cruz
ENROLLMENT

• Complete at least 30 semester (45 quarter) UC-transferable units at a CCC

• Last college attended in a regular session (Fall 2026 or Winter/Spring 2027) 
must be a CCC

o Last term must have no more than 19 UC-transferable semester 
units

UNITS

• Complete at least 30 UC transferable units by the time of TAG application 
(end of Summer 2026)

• Complete a minimum of 60 semester (90 quarter) UC transferable units by 
end of Spring 2027

MATH, ENGLISH, GEs

• Complete first English (composition) course by end of Fall 2026

• Complete one Math/Quantitative Reasoning course by end of Fall 2026

• Complete second English (critical thinking) course by end of Spring 2027

• Complete 7 course pattern by end of Spring 2027

GPA

• Minimum 3.0 GPA in all UC transferable coursework by the end of the 
Summer 2026

• Complete all required major preparation courses with the required 
minimum grades (for screened majors)

• Earn no grades lower than C (2.0) in UC-transferable coursework the year 
prior to transfer

SELECTIVE MAJOR PREP REQUIREMENTS

• UCSC TAG Website: 
https://admissions.ucsc.edu/transfer-admission-guarantee-tag
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• September 1 - 30: TAG submission period for students

• October 1 – November 30: Fall 2027 UC application filing period – ALL students 
must file a UC admission application, in addition to the TAG application!*

*IMPORTANT: You MUST also apply to the UC campus where you submitted a TAG

• By January 31st: Update UC Transfer Academic Update (TAU) with final Fall 2026 
grades and any changes in planned Winter/Spring 2027 courses

• Students can only TAG at one UC, but they can apply to all other UC campuses 
during the regular admission application cycle

What are the deadlines to apply for a TAG?



UC Transfer Admission Planner (TAP)* : https://uctap.universityofcalifornia.edu/students/
*Not the same as the Scholars Transfer Alliance Program (TAP) – Priority Consideration

• Recommended to use a personal email

• Personal/demographic info

• Support programs

• Schools attended (HS and Colleges/Universities)

• Coursework

• Exam credit

• Applying for a TAG

Remember, you are submitting a TAG application Sept. 1st – 30th, BEFORE you apply for UC admission!

How do I submit a TAG application?

https://uctap.universityofcalifornia.edu/students/


• Meet with a counselor
• Review individual UC TAG websites and TAG Matrix:

▪ https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/_files/documents/uc-tag-matrix.pdf

• Some TAG requirements must be completed by end of Summer 2026 (30 units)
• To ensure you will qualify and so you do not lose your TAG

• Get started on UC Transfer Admission Planner
• Complete it correctly (accuracy is extremely important)
• Must report ALL attempted, completed, in progress (Fall 26), and planned coursework 

(Winter/Spring/Summer 27)  for ALL schools attended (regardless of transferability)
• Coursework listed as “in progress” should be a part of a reasonable workload
• Must report ALL attempted exams (AP, IB, etc.), even if you did not receive a passing score
• Import into UC application (even if you do not TAG a school)

What are my next steps?

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/_files/documents/uc-tag-matrix.pdf
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