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Common App provides an
online application that makes
applying to college simpler

Each year, more than one million students —
a third of whom are first-generation — explore
and apply to over 1,200 member colleges and
universities worldwide.

commonapp.org

http://commonapp.org/
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5 reasons students use Common App

Complete one
application to apply
to multiple colleges

Use one transcript
for multiple
applications

Streamline the
college
recommendation
process

Qualify for an
application fee
waiver if there is
financial need

Access federal
financial aid
resources and
scholarships

1 2 3 4 5
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2025–2026

Accept
Common App
for transfer630+

Common App for transfer member colleges

125+ Public
colleges

15+ International
colleges 10+ Countries and

territories outside the
U.S.

commonapp.org/explore

47 U.S. states, DC, and
Puerto Rico

400+ Charge no
application fee

http://commonapp.org/explore
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Expanded filter options
Public / private
Enrollment size
Campus setting
Merit / need-based aid
Specialized mission
Test-optional
Accepts self-reported test scores

Interactive map views of
colleges
PDF export of college lists
College profiles
Virtual tours and image
galleries
commonapp.org/explore

Explore colleges

http://commonapp.org/explore
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Student poll:

What colleges are
you considering for
your transfer?
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PzSR5_T50Ko
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Creating an account is
free, quick, and easy!

Step 1:      Scan QR Code or visit the link below
Step 2:     Select the account that represents you
Step 3:     Enter your personal information
Step 4:     Explore the site, colleges and resources available

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

apply.commonapp.org/createaccount

https://apply.commonapp.org/createaccount
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http://commonapp.org/
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Adding programs

After you create your account, it’s time
to add a program.  
Programs are specific courses of study or
entry terms at a college or university. Each
program has distinct requirements.
 In Programs you can:

Search and add Programs to your list
Select multiple programs
Add or remove programs at any time
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Application Dashboard

Track your application progress,
deadlines, and next steps in your
Application Dashboard.
The application is made up of four
main sections.

Personal Information
Academic History
Supporting Information
Program Materials

Personal Information, Academic History, and
Supporting Information are shared with all

programs you apply to. You only have to complete
these sections once.
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Personal Information

Share information about your  
background with colleges.
In Personal Information you will:

Complete your Extended Profile
Share biographical information
Access the Common App fee waiver



© 2026 Common App, Inc.

Application fee waivers

Students with financial need can easily request a
Common App fee waiver in the application. The
fee waiver waives the application fee for any
college a student applies to through Common
App.

Examples of eligibility criteria:
Family receives public assistance
Enrolled in federal, state, or local program (e.g. TRIO)
Lives in federally subsidized public housing, a foster
home, or are homeless
Received or eligible for Pell Grant
Can provide a supporting statement

See colleges that charge no application fee:        
commonapp.org/explore

Did you know? About
40% of transfer students
receive a Common App

fee waiver?

http://commonapp.org/explore
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Academic History

Share your academic history, including
the colleges and high schools you’ve
attended.

You will order your transcripts from the
Academic Records page.

Academic Records consolidates
transcript needs in one place
Requirements for each program are
listed under transcript type
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Ordering transcripts

Programs specify whether they want
an official, unofficial, or no
transcript

Unofficial transcripts can be
uploaded by you
If official transcripts are required,
only one (1) must be sent to
Common App

Online: National Student
Clearinghouse
Online: Parchment
Mail: Transcript matching
form

Transcript ID # includes
student’s unique CAS ID

1

2 3
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Supporting Information

Give colleges a more complete picture of
who you are, your experiences, and what
you’ve accomplished.

Share work history, community involvement,
family commitments, and other meaningful
experiences.

This is also where you can upload a copy of
your CV/ resume.
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Program Materials

Each program has their own unique
requirements and may ask for additional
documents.
The Common App personal essay can be
completed here, if required.
This is where you will submit your
applications to colleges when they are
complete.
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Recommendations

Invite your recommenders in Program Materials. 
Each program specifies the recommender types
they accept. 

Academic
Professional
Personal
High School Official
Once you invite a recommender, an
invitation email is sent. Recommenders log
into Common App’s online recommendation
system to submit.

recommend.transfer.commonapp.org

https://recommend.transfer.commonapp.org/
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Offline forms

Some programs require offline
forms.

College report
Can be completed by one
person (advisor or dean)
and forwarded to the
receiving college

Mid-term report
Professor signatures are
not required

Reports can be completed
electronically with electronic
signatures

Where can students find the forms?
In the application (Supporting
Information → Documents)
In the Common App for transfer
Help Center

http://apply.transfer.commonapp.org/
https://help.liaisonedu.com/The_Common_App_for_transfer_Help_Center/Filling_Out_Your_Common_App_for_transfer/Program_Materials/Common_App_for_transfer_Program_Materials
https://help.liaisonedu.com/The_Common_App_for_transfer_Help_Center/Filling_Out_Your_Common_App_for_transfer/Program_Materials/Common_App_for_transfer_Program_Materials
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Access the transfer requirements grid

The requirements grid lists key information about all Common App member colleges, including
deadlines, fees, and application requirements (such as coursework entry, documents, and
recommendations).
The grid is available in the The Common App for transfer Quick Start Guide in the Help Center

Quick Start Guide

https://help.liaisonedu.com/The_Common_App_for_transfer_Applicant_Help_Center/Starting_Your_Common_App_for_transfer/1_Getting_Started_with_Your_Common_App_for_transfer/00_Quick_Start_Guide
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Tools and resources
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Transfer resource
center

Common App’s Transfer resource center
provides information and support for
transfer students, including resources for:

Military-connected students
Pregnant and parenting students
Online students
Financial aid support

commonapp.org/transfer

https://www.commonapp.org/transfer
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One-to-one virtual
mentorship

Connect with a UStrive mentor to get assistance
with the college application process.

You can indicate your interest in connecting with a
mentor in the Fee Waiver section of the Common App.

UStrive mentors support you  in making choices that
are right for you.

Learn more: ustrive.org

 

When you sign up with UStrive, you
can select a mentor who can help you:

Complete your college applications
Apply for financial aid and scholarships
Create a time management plan and
other strategies to help you complete your
courses and graduate
Prepare for internships and jobs

http://ustrive.org/
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Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship 

Apply with Common App!

The Cooke Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship    
is for community college students seeking to
complete their bachelor’s degrees at four-year
colleges or universities.

Each Cooke Scholar has access to generous
financial support for 2-3 years, college planning
support, ongoing advising, and the opportunity   to
connect with a thriving community of fellow
scholars.

Learn more: Undergraduate Transfer
Scholarship

Eligibility
No previous enrollment or attendance at a
four-year institution
Sophomore status at a community college
2026 full-time enrollment at a 4-year college 
≥ 3.50 GPA
Financial need (family income up to $95,000)
No age restrictions

Application deadline: December 9, 2026

https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/undergraduate-transfer-scholarship
https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/undergraduate-transfer-scholarship
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24/7/365

Help when you need it!

Frequently Asked Questions
Known issues
Transfer requirements grid
PDFs of the application and offline
forms (College Report, Mid-Term
Report)
Community-based organization
(CBO) list
Contact support

The Common App for transfer
Applicant Help Center

https://help.liaisonedu.com/The_Common_App_for_transfer_Applicant_Help_Center
https://help.liaisonedu.com/The_Common_App_for_transfer_Applicant_Help_Center
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Common App

Follow #commonapp on
social media

@commonapp

@commonapp CommonAppMedia@commonapp

@commonapp

https://www.instagram.com/commonapp
https://www.youtube.com/user/CommonAppMedia
https://www.tiktok.com/@commonapp
https://twitter.com/CommonApp
http://linkedin.com/company/commonapp/
https://www.facebook.com/commonapp
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Questions?
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Thank you

Contact 24/7/365 support when you need it
support@commonappfortransfer.myliaison.com

mailto:support@commonappfortransfer.myliaison.com
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