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Degrees and Certificates
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Degrees and Certificates

Associate of Arts Degree (AA) - Global Studies

Certificate of Achievement - Global Studies

Many colleges/universities offer bachelor’s degrees in this field. Students planning to transfer to a 

four-year college or university should complete the lower-division major requirements and the 

general education pattern for the specific transfer institution. SMC has agreements with UC and 

CSU campuses, as well as several private, out-of-state and international  institutions.



Academic Planning

For information on this program, assistance creating your educational plan, or exploring transfer 

preparation visit the SMC Counseling Center at:

● http://smc.edu/student-support/academic-support/counseling/contact.php

Once on the web page, you can make an appointment or see a counselor on a drop-in basis by 

clicking on:

● The General Counseling & Transfer Services link or;

● The link to any special programs that you are a member of

5

http://smc.edu/student-support/academic-support/counseling/contact.php


Potential Career Options 
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Job Title Typical Education Median Wage in CA

Sociologist Master’s or Doctoral Degree $97,920

Economist Master’s or Doctoral Degree $109,020

Political Scientist                                         Bachelor’s Degree or more $69,650

Supply Chain Manager Bachelor’s Degree or more $133,230

Historian Some college or more $81,130

For additional career ideas and current salary information, we encourage you reach out to an SMC 

Career Counselor at the Career Services Center.  They can be reached at (310) 434-4337. 



Starter Classes

➤ GLOBAL 5 | International Political Economy: Introduction to Global Studies

This course offers an interdisciplinary introduction to the fields of Global Studies and 

International Political Economy. Students will analyze critically the role of national 

governments, international organizations, nongovernmental organizations, and multinational 

corporations, in regard to phenomena such as, international markets and production 

regimes, monetary and trade policy, international and global conflict, and environmental 

degradation. Contending theoretical and ideological perspectives regarding international 

systems, processes, and trends will be applied and evaluated.
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Starter Classes (continued)

➤ GLOBAL 11 | World Geography: Introduction to Global Studies

This course introduces Global Studies through a survey of the world’s major geographic 

regions. Students will encounter core concepts related to processes of global connection and 

change, while also developing basic geographic literacy in the distribution of human and 

natural features on Earth. Students will examine and discuss significant issues—cultural, 

social, political-economic, and environmental—impacting humanity today as both problem 

and possibility. In particular, this course considers the diverse localized impacts of 

globalization as a continuing story of peoples and places isolated and connected by imperial, 

colonial, and international systems of the past and present.

Global Studies 11 is the same as Geography 11.  Students may earn credit for one but not 

both.  
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Program Highlights 

➤ Experiential Learning

● SOCIOL 1S | Introduction to Sociology - Service Learning

Students engage in experiential learning outside of the classroom in conjunction with 

various community based organizations.  Check with the Sociology program 

(http://smc.edu/sociology) to see when this course is offered.  

● GEOG 8 | Introduction to Urban Studies

Students engage in experiential learning outside of the classroom and field trips to 

apply classroom ideas to local urban settings

● GLOBAL 35 | Field Study

Set in a variety of international and domestic locations, each field study offering will 

focus on a discipline specific aspect of the location to expand the students 

understanding of both the discipline and the location 9

http://smc.edu/sociology


Program Highlights 

➤ Experiential Learning (continued)

● GLOBAL 94 | Global Los Angeles

Students engage in experiential learning outside of the classroom through various 

agencies that have ties to international and global issues

➤ Global Citizenship Symposium 

Every year students are invited to present their work investigating and celebrating ideas and 

practices of global citizenship and its annual theme.  Students with the best examples 

receive scholarships as well as campus-wide recognition for their achievements.

http://smc.edu/community/global-citizenship/events/symposium.php 

➤ Social Justice Lecture Series

Free presentations, talks and discussions that explore the concept of social justice and a 

variety of aspects, issues and developments affecting and shaping today’s world

http://smc.edu/lectures
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University Research Opportunities

➤ Community College to PhD (CC2PhD) Association at UCLA

Intro-level social science research and PhD preparation program; 25 community college 

students in social science related majors are accepted each year; Preference is given to 

students who are underrepresented within academia (e.g. underrepresented racial/ethnic 

minorities, former foster youth, formerly incarcerated, veteran, students with a disability, 

nontraditional age students, etc.); Program runs from November to May, with the 

opportunity to participate in a summer undergraduate research program.

Scholars receive support through a small research grant, meet and interact with their 

CC2PhD Graduate Student Mentor and CC2PhD Community College Faculty Advisor, and 

attend Saturday Academies at UCLA as well as monthly discussion sessions with a CC2PhD 

Transfer Student Peer Advisor.

To get on their mailing list for the next application period, visit 

https://www.cc2phd.com/mailing-list.  For more information, contact cc2phd@ucla.edu or visit 

their page https://www.cc2phd.com/
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Community Involvement and Volunteer Opportunities

➤ Community Involvement and Volunteer Opportunities

● Virginia Avenue Park

● The Miracle Project

● The Mar Vista Family Center

● Alexandria House

● Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA)

● Los Angeles LGBT Center

● Midnight Mission

● Santa Monica Public Library

For more information, contact the Volunteer Coordinator at the Career Services Center at

(310) 434-4337.
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Student Clubs

➤ Office of Student Life - Student Clubs (www.smc.edu/icc) 

● Cultural Affairs Club

Learn about different cultures through discussing political, socio-cultural and economic 

affairs on a national and global level; For more information, contact 

culturalaffairsclub@gmail.com

● UNICEF

Advocate the survival, protection and development of children worldwide through 

education, advocacy and fundraising; For more information, contact 

smc4unicef@gmail.com

● History Club

Discuss the past and its importance in understanding the present; Educate the public 

on historical perspectives; Develop a multicultural, diverse and cosmopolitan approach 

to history. For more information, contact smchistclub@gmail.com
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Student Clubs (continued 1)

➤ Office of Student Life - Student Clubs (continued 1)

● Gender Sexuality Alliance (GSA)

Promotes visibility and education for LGBT+ students; For more information, contact

smcgendersexualityalliance@gmail.com

● International Student Forum

Find common ground to form lasting relationships between international and domestic 

students; For more information, contact internationalstudentforumsmc@gmail.com

● Intersectional Feminist Society

Prioritize the rights and empowerment of WoC (Women of Color) & those affected by 

overlapping systems of oppression; Study and discuss feminism theories, history and 

current issues primarily focusing upon intersectionality;  For more information, contact 

intersectionalfeministalliance@gmail.com 14
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Student Clubs (continued 2)

➤ Office of Student Life - Student Clubs (continued 2)

● Alpha Gamma Sigma

Participate in educational activities and volunteer service to connect to communities on 

and off campus;  For more information, contact questions4ags@smc.edu
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Campus Resources

➤ Global Studies

● Website: http://smc.edu/academics/areas-of-interest/people-and-

society/interdepartmental-studies/global-studies.php

➤ Career Services Center

● Website: http://smc.edu/careercenter

● Contact Information:

Email: careerservices@smc.edu

Phone: (310) 434-4337
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Sociology
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Degrees and Certificates
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Degrees and Certificates

Associate in Arts for Transfer Degree (AA-T) - Sociology

Many colleges/universities offer bachelor’s degrees in this field. Students planning to transfer to 

a four-year college or university should complete the lower-division major requirements and the 

general education pattern for the specific transfer institution. SMC has agreements with UC and 

CSU campuses, as well as several private and out-of-state institutions.



Academic Planning

For information on this program, assistance creating your educational plan, or exploring transfer 

preparation visit the SMC Counseling Center at:

● http://smc.edu/student-support/academic-support/counseling/contact.php

Once on the web page, you can make an appointment or see a counselor on a drop-in basis by 

clicking on:

● The General Counseling & Transfer Services link or;

● The link to any special programs that you are a member of
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Potential Career Options 
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Job Title Typical Education Median Wage in CA

Sociologist Master’s or Doctoral Degree $97,920

Social Science Research Analyst Master’s or Professional Degree $109,020

Labor Relations Specialist Bachelor’s Degree  $77,090

Equal Opportunity Representative 

and Officer

Some college or more $80,610

Historian Some college or more               $81,130

For additional career ideas and current salary information, we encourage you reach out to an SMC 

Career Counselor at the Career Services Center.  They can be reached at (310) 434-4337.



Starter Classes

➤ SOCIOL 1 | Introduction to Sociology

This course introduces the study of society and human social interaction. Both macro and 

micro sociological theory are discussed, as well as methods of sociological inquiry, cultural 

development, the process of socialization, social structure, social stratification — particularly 

in the areas of social class, race and ethnicity, and gender — and social change. Students 

are highly encouraged to complete Sociology 1 prior to enrolling in other sociology courses.

Students may earn credit for either Sociology 1 or Sociology 1S but not both. Only Sociology 

1S fulfills the Santa Monica College Global Citizenship Requirement.
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Starter Classes

➤ SOCIOL 1S | Introduction to Sociology - Service Learning

By relying heavily on the instructional method of service learning, this course introduces the 

study of society and human social interaction. Both macro and micro sociological theory are 

discussed, as well as methods of sociological inquiry, cultural development, the process of 

socialization, social structure, social stratification — particularly in the areas of social class, 

race and ethnicity, and gender — and social change. Students are highly encouraged to 

complete Sociology 1 or 1s prior to enrolling in other sociology courses. This course requires 

students to engage in learning outside the classroom in conjunction with various community-

based organizations.  Check with the Sociology program (http://smc.edu/sociology) to see 

when this course is offered.  

Students may earn credit for either Sociology 1 or 1S but not both. Only Sociology 1S fulfills 

the Santa Monica College Global Citizenship Requirement.
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Program Highlights 

➤ Experiential Learning

● SOCIOL 1S | Introduction to Sociology - Service Learning &

SOCIOL 2S | Social Problems - Service Learning

Students engage in experiential learning outside of the classroom in conjunction with 

various community based organizations in both of these course.  Check with the 

Sociology program (http://smc.edu/sociology) to see when these courses are offered.  

● SOCIOL 88A and 88B | Independent Studies in Sociology

Conduct independent research on a special study topic related to Sociology with the 

approval of the department chair and supervising instructor 

➤ Sociology Coaching Program 

Offers mini lecture sessions, 1:1 and group tutoring, study sessions, supplemental material 

and study skills http://smc.edu/academics/academic-departments/philosophy-and-social-

sciences/sociology-coaching-program.php
23

http://smc.edu/sociology
http://smc.edu/academics/academic-departments/philosophy-and-social-sciences/sociology-coaching-program.php


Program Highlights (continued)

➤ Social Justice Lecture Series

Free presentations, talks and discussions that explore the concept of social justice and a 

variety of aspects, issues and developments affecting and shaping today’s world.

http://smc.edu/lectures

➤ Global Citizenship Symposium 

Every year students are invited to present their work investigating and celebrating ideas and 

practices of global citizenship and its annual theme.  Students with the best examples 

receive scholarships as well as campus-wide recognition for their achievements.

http://smc.edu/community/global-citizenship/events/symposium.php 
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University Research Opportunities

➤ Community College to PhD (CC2PhD) Association at UCLA

Intro-level social science research and PhD preparation program; 25 community college 

students in social science related majors are accepted each year; Preference is given to 

students who are underrepresented within academia (e.g. underrepresented racial/ethnic 

minorities, former foster youth, formerly incarcerated, veteran, students with a disability, 

nontraditional age students, etc.); Program runs from November to May, with the 

opportunity to participate in a summer undergraduate research program.

Scholars receive support through a small research grant, meet and interact with their 

CC2PhD Graduate Student Mentor and CC2PhD Community College Faculty Advisor, and 

attend Saturday Academies at UCLA as well as monthly discussion sessions with a CC2PhD 

Transfer Student Peer Advisor.

To get on their mailing list for the next application period, visit 

https://www.cc2phd.com/mailing-list.  For more information, contact CC2PhD@ucla.edu or 

visit their page https://www.cc2phd.com/
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Community Involvement and Volunteer Opportunities

➤ Community Involvement and Volunteer Opportunities

● Virginia Avenue Park

● The Miracle Project

● The Mar Vista Family Center

● Alexandria House

● Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA)

● Los Angeles LGBT Center

● Midnight Mission

● Santa Monica Public Library

For more information, contact the Volunteer Coordinator at the Career Services Center at

(310) 434-4337.
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Student Clubs

➤ Office of Student Life - Student Clubs (www.smc.edu/icc) 

● Cultural Affairs Club

Learn about different cultures through discussing political, socio-cultural and economic 

affairs on a national and global level; For more information, contact 

culturalaffairsclub@gmail.com

● Alpha Gamma Sigma

Participate in educational activities and volunteer service to connect to communities on 

and off campus;  For more information, contact questions4ags@smc.edu

● Gender Sexuality Alliance (GSA)

Promotes visibility and education for LGBT+ students; For more information, contact

smcgendersexualityalliance@gmail.com

27

http://www.smc.edu/icc
mailto:culturalaffairsclub@gmail.com
mailto:questions4ags@smc.edu
mailto:smcgendersexualityalliance@gmail.com


Student Clubs (continued)

➤ Office of Student Life - Student Clubs (continued) 

● UNICEF

Advocate the survival, protection and development of children worldwide through 

education, advocacy and fundraising; For more information, contact 

smc4unicef@gmail.com

● Intersectional Feminist Society

Prioritize the rights and empowerment of WoC (Women of Color) & those affected by 

overlapping systems of oppression; Study and discuss feminism theories, history and 

current issues primarily focusing upon intersectionality;  For more information, contact 

intersectionalfeministalliance@gmail.com

● International Student Forum

Find common ground to form lasting relationships between international and domestic 

students; For more information, contact internationalstudentforumsmc@gmail.com
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Campus Resources

➤ Sociology

● Website: http://smc.edu/sociology

● Contact Information: 

Phone: (310) 434-4244

➤ Career Services Center

● Website: http://smc.edu/careercenter

● Contact Information:

Email: careerservices@smc.edu

Phone: (310) 434-4337
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Women’s, Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies
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Degrees and Certificates
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Degrees and Certificates

Associate in Arts for Transfer Degree (AA-T) - Social Justice Studies: Women, Gender, and 

Sexuality

Many colleges/universities offer bachelor’s degrees in this field. Students planning to transfer to a 

four-year college or university should complete the lower-division major requirements and the 

general education pattern for the specific transfer institution. SMC has agreements with UC and 

CSU campuses, as well as several private and out-of-state institutions.



Academic Planning

For information on this program, assistance creating your educational plan, or exploring transfer 

preparation visit the SMC Counseling Center at:

● http://smc.edu/student-support/academic-support/counseling/contact.php

Once on the web page, you can make an appointment or see a counselor on a drop-in basis by 

clicking on:

● The General Counseling & Transfer Services link or;

● The link to any special programs that you are a member of
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Potential Career Options 
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Job Title Typical Education Median Wage in CA

Sociologist Master’s or Doctoral Degree $97,920

Social Science Research Analyst Master’s or Professional Degree $109,020

Political Scientist                                         Bachelor’s Degree or more $69,650

Equal Opportunity Representative 

and Officer

Some college or more $80,610

Historian Some college or more $81,130

For additional career ideas and current salary information, we encourage you reach out to an SMC 

Career Counselor at the Career Services Center.  They can be reached at (310) 434-4337. 



Starter Classes

➤ WGS 10 | Introduction to Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies

Introduction to the study of women and men in society, covering comparative issues of 

social, political, and economic position in the workplace, family, cultural institutions; historical 

basis of gender based subordination; the female experience; the male experience; relations 

between women and men; intersections of ethnicity/race, class, sexuality and gender; 

violence against women; cultural images of women and men; social roles of women and 

men, LGBTQ identities and movements for social change

➤ WGS 40 | Introduction to LGBTQ Studies

This introductory course examines a broad range of contemporary and historical gay, 

lesbian, bisexual, transgender, intersex and queer issues in various contexts, such as social, 

scientific and cultural contexts.
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Program Highlights 

➤ Experiential Learning

● SOCIO 1S | Introduction to Sociology - Service Learning

Students engage in experiential learning outside of the classroom in conjunction with 

various community based organizations. Check with the Sociology program 

(http://smc.edu/sociology) to see when this course is offered.  

● WGS 80 | Leadership Practicum

Students initiate, design, and implement a field project of their choosing that 

demonstrates their understanding of feminist theories and praxis.

● WGS 88A and 88B | Independent Studies in Women’s Studies

Conduct independent research on a special study topic related to Women’s Studies 

with the approval of the department chair and supervising instructor 

35

http://smc.edu/sociology


Program Highlights (continued)

➤ Experiential Learning (continued)

● WGS 90A and 90B | Internship in Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies

Earn academic credit while gaining "real-life" experience in a work environment that 

might incorporate aspects of women’s, gender, and sexuality studies.

➤ Sociology Coaching Program 

Offers mini lecture sessions, 1:1 and group tutoring, study sessions, supplemental material 

and study skills http://smc.edu/academics/academic-departments/philosophy-and-social-

sciences/sociology-coaching-program.php
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Program Highlights 

➤ Global Citizenship Symposium 

Every year students are invited to present their work investigating and celebrating ideas and 

practices of global citizenship and its annual theme.  Students with the best examples 

receive scholarships as well as campus-wide recognition for their achievements.

http://smc.edu/community/global-citizenship/events/symposium.php 

➤ Social Justice Lecture Series

Free presentations, talks and discussions that explore the concept of social justice and a 

variety of aspects, issues and developments affecting and shaping today’s world.

http://smc.edu/lectures
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University Research Opportunities

➤ Community College to PhD (CC2PhD) Association at UCLA

Intro-level social science research and PhD preparation program; 25 community college 

students in social science related majors are accepted each year; Preference is given to 

students who are underrepresented within academia (e.g. underrepresented racial/ethnic 

minorities, former foster youth, formerly incarcerated, veteran, students with a disability, 

nontraditional age students, etc.); Program runs from November to May, with the 

opportunity to participate in a summer undergraduate research program.

Scholars receive support through a small research grant, meet and interact with their 

CC2PhD Graduate Student Mentor and CC2PhD Community College Faculty Advisor, and 

attend Saturday Academies at UCLA as well as monthly discussion sessions with a CC2PhD 

Transfer Student Peer Advisor.

To get on their mailing list for the next application period, visit 

https://www.cc2phd.com/mailing-list.  For more information, contact CC2PhD@ucla.edu or 

visit their page https://www.cc2phd.com/
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Community Involvement and Volunteer Opportunities

➤ Community Involvement and Volunteer Opportunities

● Virginia Avenue Park

● The Miracle Project

● The Mar Vista Family Center

● Alexandria House

● Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA)

● Los Angeles LGBT Center

● Midnight Mission

● Santa Monica Public Library

● Feminist Majority Foundation

For more information, contact the Volunteer Coordinator at the Career Services Center at

(310) 434-4337.
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Student Clubs

➤ Office of Student Life - Student Clubs (www.smc.edu/icc) 

● Gender Sexuality Alliance (GSA)

Promotes visibility and education for LGBT+ students; For more information, contact

smcgendersexualityalliance@gmail.com

● Alpha Gamma Sigma

Participate in educational activities and volunteer service to connect to communities on 

and off campus;  For more information, contact questions4ags@smc.edu

● History Club

Discuss the past and its importance in understanding the present; Educate the public 

on historical perspectives; Develop a multicultural, diverse and cosmopolitan approach 

to history. For more information, contact smchistclub@gmail.com
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Student Clubs (continued 1)

➤ Office of Student Life - Student Clubs (continued 1)

● Intersectional Feminist Society

Prioritize the rights and empowerment of WoC (Women of Color) & those affected by 

overlapping systems of oppression; Study and discuss feminism theories, history and 

current issues primarily focusing upon intersectionality;  For more information, contact 

intersectionalfeministalliance@gmail.com

● Cultural Affairs Club

Learn about different cultures through discussing political, socio-cultural and economic 

affairs on a national and global level; For more information, contact 

culturalaffairsclub@gmail.com

● International Student Forum

Find common ground to form lasting relationships between international and domestic 

students; For more information, contact internationalstudentforumsmc@gmail.com
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Student Clubs (continued 2)

➤ Office of Student Life - Student Clubs (continued 2)

● UNICEF

Advocate the survival, protection and development of children worldwide through 

education, advocacy and fundraising; For more information, contact 

smc4unicef@gmail.com
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Campus Resources

➤ Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies

● Website: http://smc.edu/wgs

● Contact Information: 

Phone: (310) 434-4244

➤ Career Services Center

● Website: http://smc.edu/careercenter

● Contact Information:

Email: careerservices@smc.edu

Phone: (310) 434-4337
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Don’t forget to explore the additional videos 

on Programs and Careers 
in People and Society:

● Administration of 

Justice

● Economics

● Political Science

● Public Policy

● Communication 

Studies

● Liberal Arts

● Anthropology

● Environmental 

Studies

● Geography

● Psychology


